
Fall 2019 GAC-CS NEWS

Outgoing President’s 
Message 
By Thomas Bissig,  GAC-CS 
past-president

Dear GAC-CS members,
Along with the changing of 
the season, change is also 
coming to the GAC-CS council! While some prefer summer 
over winter, I hope new over old is what most prefer when 
it comes to the GAC-CS council. 

I am passing the reins over to Robert Lee (new president) 
and Nathan Cleven (new vice president) but will be around 
as “past president.” I would also like to welcome new 
council members Shawn Hood who recently moved back 
here from Australia and Colin Vandenbrink representing 
the students (SFU in this case). At the same time, I would 
also like to take the opportunity to thank other GAC-CS 
members for their attendance to the talks and seminars but, 
most importantly, to those who volunteered their time over 
the years and continue to do so. This is not exclusive to 
GAC-CS council members. For instance, the Breakfast 
Series talks would not happen were it not for Uwe Schmidt 
and Carl Verley with the support of the Geological Survey 
of Canada.  I say it once more: the GAC-CS works best 
with an active membership willing to provide ideas and to 
help make events happen!

Without further ado, I now pass the stage on to the 
incoming president….

Thomas Bissig
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Upcoming events p.2  

A place to advertise upcoming 
talks, conferences and workshops. 

Breakfast Talk Series p.3 

Carl Verley highlights the Fall 2019 
Breakfast Talk Series. 

School of Rock Update p.3 

The annual School of Rock Trip is 
another huge success! 

Council 

President: Robert Lee (UBC-MDRU) 
Vice-president: Nathan Cleven 
(GSC Vancouver)  
Past-President: Thomas Bissig 
(Goldcorp.) 
Secretary: Jamie Kraft (Teck) 
Treasurer: Peter Friz (Hatch) 
Membership/website: Glyn 
Williams-Jones (SFU) 
Newsletter: Nathalie Vigouroux 
(Douglas College) 
Student Rep: Colin Vandenbrink 
(SFU) 
Councillors: 
Carl Verley (Amerlin Exploration 
Services) 
Russell Hartlaub (BCIT) 
Shawn Hood (GoldSpot) 
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New President’s Message 
By Robert Lee, GAC-CS president

Dear GAC-CS members,
Thank you Thomas, and greetings 
to all our members.  Having served 
on the council these last two years 
as vice president it is a great honour 
to step up to a larger role within 
GAC-CS council, and I will work 
hard to continue the ongoing 
interaction and opportunities we 
provide for our local community.  

Our Breakfast Series will continue, now with the support of new 
council member Shawn Hood, and I plan to put together several 
afternoon talks and seminars within the next few months.  As 
Thomas mentioned, the GAC-CS will continue to improve with 
your support and ideas, and I am happy to take any suggestions 
for future opportunities that the GAC-CS can provide.  We 
want to continue to support student-run field trips and 
encourage industry members to provide ideas or attend these 
trips as mentors.  The GAC-CS now has a twitter account, and 
we still have our facebook account, among other social media, 
and I encourage you to join for quick updates on upcoming 
events. 

Join me in thanking Thomas for all his past work with the GAC-
CS and wishing him well for his new role as past-president and 
all his other extracurricular activities.  And finally, thank you all 
for your continued membership and I look forward to hearing 
from you or seeing you in person. Cheers,

Robert Lee
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Upcoming Events 

The once-in-a-decade 
GeoConvention meeting (in 
conjunction with the GAC-MAC 
annual meeting) is happening 
May 11-15, 2020 in Calgary, AB. 
Visit www.geoconvention.com 
for more information. Session 
submissions are still being 
accepted. 

The Cordilleran Geoscience: A 
2020 Perspective meeting is 
March 24-25, 2020 in Vancouver, 
BC. If you are interested in 
presenting your work, please 
send a proposed title by 
December 15, 2019 to 
steve.irwin@canada.ca   

SEG 2020 Vision: Celebrating a 
Century of Discovery. The SEG 
centenary conference is 
September 15-18, 2020 in 
Whistler, BC, Canada 
www.seg2020.org  

The 10th annual SFU Geofair 
will  be happening in February 
2020 and once again connect 
students with industry 
professionals. If you or your 
company are interested in 
taking part, please contact easc-
pres@sfu.ca 
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 Geoscience BC —

2016 recap and up-
coming activities 

 (p. 3-5) 
 
 Logan Day — Char-

lie Roots takes a look 
back at a lapsed Cor-
dilleran celebration 

 (p. 5 and  7) 
 
 Upcoming talks 
 (p. 6) 
 
 Upcoming meetings 
 (p. 8) 

Message from the president  
In preparation for writing this message, I looked up the 2014 October newsletter 
and realized that I had predicted an exploration boom and shortage for geologists 
for 2016. Well, I was wrong. However, there have been some signs of recovery 
recently with some young geologists giving up their jobs at the local liquor store and 
the like, to take on real exploration work. Notwithstanding, I will not make any fur-
ther predictions on the resource industry as they will be wrong. What I can do is 
announce what will be going on in terms of talks and events on in the upcoming 
year. 

The first event to announce is a talk, co-hosted by GAC-CS and MDRU, by Dr. John 
Jamieson from Memorial University on Exploration for Seafloor Massive Sulfides. 
This will take place on Wed Oct 5th, 4 pm at the GSC, 1500- 605 Robson Street.  

Given that exploration activities in the province have started to gain momentum, we 
are confident that our breakfast series talks will once again become a regular calen-
dar item. The first of those talks will be by Jules Lajoie on the Frog River Pb-Zn-Pb 
prospect on Tue Nov 1st at 8 am at the GSC.  Additional talks are currently in the 
planning stages but will be announced by e-mail. We are always keen to get addi-
tional suggestions for possible breakfast series (and other) talks and encourage you 
to e-mail suggestions to Tyler Ruks (tyler_ruks@hotmail.com), Carl Verley 
(cverley@telus.net) or myself (tbissig@eos.ubc.ca).   

Additional activities such as field trips, and workshops possibly in collaboration with 
other groups are considered for 2017 but as always, will depend on volunteer time 
and interest of participants. We are open to consider partnering with student groups 
and other organizations for field-trips, talks and 
other events and have the opportunity to contrib-
ute to funding (up to 500$) those events. We are 
not bureaucratic, all that’s needed is a 1 page 
description of the activity and how it is relevant to 
cordilleran geology education or outreach. Appli-
cations can be sent myself or any of the council 
members.  

Of interest to the GAC-CS membership are a 
number of conferences coming up. Besides 
Roundup (Jan 23-26, 2017) these include the 
Cordilleran Tectonics Workshop Feb 24-26 At 
UBC.  
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Breakfast Talk Series 
By Carl Verley

Please join us for the following upcoming talks: 
NOV. 5 – NEW VMS DISCOVERY IN THE CLAN LAKE AREA NWT – 

DAVE WEBB, PHD, P.ENG. - SIXTY NORTH GOLD MINING LTD. 

DEC. 3  - GEORGIE RIVER (GOLD-SILVER) PROJECT – PAUL 
METCALFE, PHD, P.GEO. - AURAMEX RESOURCE CORP. 

JAN. 14, 2020 – AMERICAN CREEK WEST PROJECT –  LUCIA THENY, 
MSC - MOUNTAIN BOY MINERALS LTD. 

Recent talks included Samuel Cantor, section head of Geology at 
Minerva Intelligence Inc. who gave a talk on September 10 entitled 
Artificial intelligence in geology in support of improved exploration and mining 
outcomes. And on October 15th, your very own Carl Verley, Troy Energy 
Corp., gave a talk entitled Yellowknife Gold Project.

The Section’s morning talks provide companies with an opportunity to 
review their projects with local geologists who can often give feedback 
that will help advance a project. If you have a project you wish to 
present at morning session, please contact Carl Verley: 
cverley@telus.net.

School of Rock 
By Kelly Pearce

The Hope Mountain Centre for Outdoor Learning held their annual 
School of Rock field trip this past June. John Clague (SFU emeritus) led 
29 participants on a one day geo-tour of some of BC’s most interesting 
geological landscapes: the Fraser Canyon from Hope to Lytton. Thank 
you to the GAC-CS for providing financial support to this event again 
this year!
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Dave Webb 

PhD, PGeo, President and CEO of 
Sixty North Gold Mining Ltd.  

Discovery of a Precious Metals-
rich VMS Deposit, Yellowknife 

Greenstone Belt, NWT 
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 5TH 

REGISTRATION AND 
NETWORKING: 8:00 AM 

TALK COMMENCES: 8:20 AM 
GSC DISCOVERY CENTRE 

15TH FLOOR, 605 ROBSON 
STREET, VANCOUVER, BC 

Admission is $5 paid at the door, 
coffee and muffins will be 

provided. 
Space is limited, please RSVP 

to talks@gac-cs.ca  

Contact Us 

For more information about the 
GAC-CS and to become a 
member, contact us at:  

Email: info@gac-cs.ca  

http://www.gac-cs.ca  

Mail: PO Box 398 Station A Bentall 
Centre Vancouver, BC  
V6C 2N2  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